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kkei.br : MASTOID DISEASE. 

No matter how hopeless the patient, suffering from middle car 
disease with mastoiditis may appear to be, and no matter what com¬ 
plications may be present, it would seem from this case, that it is 
good surgery to operate and to relieve the pressure as soon as pos¬ 
sible. 

I wish to express my thanks for the aid given to me by the Jef¬ 
ferson Hospital laboratories and by my colleagues. 
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FRACTURE OF THE TYMPANIC PLATE OF THE 
TEMPORAL BONE.* 

Dr. J. Clarence KeelEr, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Fractures of the tympanic plate of the temporal bone arc so rare 
that many of the leading text books either on surgery or on otology 
fail to mention the condition. 

This fracture occurs as result of indirect force, the condyle of the 
mandible being driven backward with great force against that por¬ 
tion of the posterior wall of the glenoid fossa, which forms the an¬ 
terior wall of the bony auditory meatus. 

Warren and Gould 1 describe a case in which a blow on the point 
of the chin fractured the anterior walls of both right and left 
meatuses, closing each meatus about one-half. 

Similar cases are reported by Schwartz 2 and Beach 1 . Boyer de¬ 
scribes a case in which the condyle of the mandible was driven 
through the meatus into the middle fossa of the skull. 

Kerrison reports the case of a young lady, who, while falling in 
a faint, struck her chin and fractured the left tympanic plate by 
the indirect force. There was bleeding from the left ear with in¬ 
flammation, but without rupture of the tympanic membrane. There 
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was no impairment of hearing. There was a linear laceration along 
the floor of the bony canal without involvement of the deeper por¬ 
tion of the bone. 

In 33 cases of fracture of the walls of the meatus, of the superior 
and posterior as well as of the anterior wall, fifteen were due to 
violence on the chin or on the ramus of the mandible. 

The case presented is M. W., a girl, age 17, who was thrown from 
a motorcycle in July, 1914, landing on her chin. She regained 
consciousness twenty-four hours later and complained of intense 
occipital pain, worse when in the supine and lessened when assum¬ 
ing a semi-recumbent posture. She was unable to sit up, unas¬ 
sisted until after two weeks or to stand alone until after three 
weeks. The mandible was fractured at the symphisis. The two 
right, upper, incisor teeth were broken. There was bleeding from 
the left ear for forty-eight hours, at first profuse, then gradually 
subsiding. Five weeks after the accident the patient applied for 
treatment at the ear dispensary of the Jefferson Hospital. There 
was pus in the left auditory canal. The tympanic membrane was 
lacerated. There was an irregular, inflamed elevation on the floor 
of the canal, obstructing half its lumen. The right ear appeared 
normal. There was distressing tinnitus and loss of aerial conduc¬ 
tion. Weber’s test to the injured side. 

The patient has recovered from the middle ear infection and 
her hearing is restored. The x-ray plates show the fracture at the 
symphisis, the broken teeth, a fracture of the left condyle of the 
mandible and a fracture of the tympanic plate of the temporal bone 
with upward displacement. 
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Chronic Multiple Arthritis, 'Due to Bacillus Mucosus. George 
F. Dick, Jour. Amer. Med. Assn., Feb. 24, 1917. 

Two cases of chronic multiple arthritis have been described 
which resemble each other in every way. From the throats of both 
these patients there were isolated bacilli of the same group of 
Perkins’ classification of B. mucosus. 

On intravenous injections into rabbits, the bacilli constantly pro¬ 
duced an experimental arthritis which varied from an acute hemor¬ 
rhagic inflammation to a chronic deforming arthritis. Ed. 



